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Think of this on a sweltering summer day!
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Greetings and Welcome to 2022 Newsletter #1
SEPO's GOALS
To lead collective action in support of the long term affordable enjoyment of our
properties in an unspoiled natural environment.
To encourage responsible attitudes for sustaining the high quality of life on our
St. Edmunds properties.

THE YEAR AHEAD
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2022. The Provincial and Municipal elections in
2022 have the potential for change. Rising inflation will be a further reality. The
popularity of the Bruce Peninsula as a world renowned destination will almost certainly
attract unprecedented numbers of people along with limited benefits and management
challenges for residents and politicians. The effect of the recent increase in gasoline
prices on this summer’s tourism is unpredictable at this time.

2022 SEPO SPRING
MEETING
Tobermory Community Centre
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Saturday May 28, 2022
Ontario Provincial Police
Road and Marine Safety

Bruce Peninsula Hospitals Foundation
Kevin Walsh and April Patry

Mayor Milt McIver
Municipal News and Update – questions and answers

In the interest of Health and Safety, please wear a mask or face covering,
thank you.

NEW X-RAY MACHINES COMING TO BRUCE PENINSULA HOSPITALS
Grey Bruce Health Services is purchasing six x-ray
machines – two for Owen Sound, and one each for Meaford,
Lion’s Head, Wiarton and Southampton hospitals. The last
x-ray machines were purchased and installed in all GBHS
hospitals in 2005. Typically, we expect this equipment to last
about 10 years. Purchasing these units together reduces
costs and also allows us to standardize the x-ray service
and training across the corporation. Staff and physicians will
be trained on the same equipment regardless of the hospital
they work in, and patients can expect the same high quality
images regardless of where they receive their x-ray.
The x-ray is the most commonly used and accessible diagnostic tool. It is often referred
to as the first line of defense when diagnosing patients. Combined, Wiarton and Lion’s
Head Hospitals see an average of 13,000 patients in their Emergency Departments,
and provide over 8000 x-rays every year. Most patients who end up in the ER, and
those who are admitted at some point in their hospital
journey will receive an x-ray. The x-ray is a workhorse,
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Each x-ray unit will cost approximately $510,000, a total
project cost of $1,020,000 to outfit Wiarton and Lion’s
Head Hospitals. The new digital x-ray units we are
planning to purchase have a mobile component and a
fixed component. If a patient cannot come to the
Medical Imaging Department, the portable x-ray can go
to the patient, and the image is sent back to the
Department, and connects to the stationary x-ray. The
government provides less than 10% of the required
funding for capital purchases like x-ray machines. Ensuring that our rural hospitals are
equipped with current medical technology is truly reliant on financial support from the
community it serves. If you have any questions or would like to support this initiative,
please reach out to April Patry, Executive Director, BPH Foundation, @ (519)534-5856
or apatry@bphfoundation.com

2022 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
Council passed the second and final draft of the 2022 Budget at their public
meeting on March 14. The public was invited to attend in person or via ZOOM.
The mayor, in his opening remarks, asked if there were any questions
or comments from the public. There were none. SEPO had made
a written submission last December in response to an open
invitation from the municipality for input from the
public in preparation for the budget. Letter to
Mayor McIver and Council.

The total municipal tax levy will increase to $7.15
million, representing a 6.65% increase. The tax rate
component is 4.82% which for most property owners
will represent the actual increase to their year over
year tax amount since MPAC has again deferred
updating property assessments in Ontario.
Over the last number of years our focus has been on the ballooning of the Reserve
Fund from $6.9 million in 2017 to $15.74 million in 2022. The budgeted year end
amount for 2021 was $11.86 million while the actual amount
came in almost $4 million higher.
A healthy reserve Fund can be a good thing. However, our
concern remains that there is no clear strategy towards a
reserve fund ceiling and proper management of the fund. Also,
it does very little to foster prudence in spending when the sky
is the limit!
Puzzling is the fact that while the Reserve Fund has been
increasing year over year, the investment interest income has
been decreasing year over year for the last three years from
a high of $224,303 in 2019 to $94,730 in 2021; and is
budgeted to decrease even further in 2022! Council MUST
provide a rationale and a specific goal for the Reserve funds.
When will there be enough: that time has already passed.
Continued on next page 

NEW IS THE SHORT-TERM ACCOMMODATION BUDGET CATEGORY
BUDGETED AS FOLLOWS:
Fees

$180,000.00
Municipal Accommodation Tax (MAT) $615,000.00
Expenses
$195,000.00
To Reserves
$600,000.00
Ontario municipalities can apply a Municipal Accommodation
Tax “MAT” of 4% to accommodations occupied for a duration of
less than thirty consecutive days. On September 29, 2021,
Mayor McIver, Deputy Mayor Myles and Councillor Golden
voted on and unanimously passed Bylaw 2021-83, a Municipal
Accommodations Tax MAT. Councillors Myles and
Mielhausen, due to declared conflict of interest, were ineligible
to vote.
The MAT applies only to accommodation charges and not to
associate charges, such as meals or room incidentals, so long as these amounts are
itemized separately on the bill. A minority of Ontario municipalities, including the
Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula only charge the MAT on privately owned
cottages that are rented as Short Term Accommodations.
The Tobermory Chamber of Commerce presented to Council their interest in receiving
the MAT. If council agrees, the Chamber intends to act as a legal entity for the MAT and
establish a committee to determine the proposed allocation of funds received from the
tax. The committee would be comprised of key stakeholders within the Municipality and
would advise on the allocation of funds throughout the community regarding the
establishment of projects and hiring of staff.
The Municipal Elections slated for October 24,
2022 will provide an opportunity for us to ask the
candidates about ongoing issues with the
management of the Reserve Fund, the status of
the MAT, accountability and the municipal
budgeting process itself.

SHORT TERM ACCOMODATIONS
St. Edmunds Property Association, Inc Executive recognises that the increasing
popularity of this beautiful area and an increasing demand for all accommodation
venues, necessitates that The Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula extends its due
diligence to all accommodation venues, including Motels, Hotels, Rental Cottages,
Campgrounds, Bed and Breakfasts and Guest Homes. The Municipality of Northern
Bruce Peninsula’s Municipal Accommodation Tax Bylaw must apply equally and not
discriminate against the majority of responsible cottage owners who choose to
conscientiously rent their property, in order to offset increasing ownership expenses.
EDUCATION IS FUNDAMENTAL
Education about the rules and expectations for living in and visiting
any place, including this pristine part of Ontario, should include but
is not limited to: Provincially mandated Fire and Building Codes,
septic system information, bylaws including noise, fires and
fireworks, parking and garbage disposal are some but not all
educational examples; education is long overdue. Absent from the
STA Bylaw and the MNBP website is a key feature employed by
most municipalities; most notable is a website page welcoming
visitors. You can’t expect visitors to respect the bylaws unless they
are aware of them! The following are excellent examples:
City of Kawartha Lakes website, in particular, scroll down to the printable PDFs:
https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/things-to-do/short-term-rentals.aspx
Tiny Township, again look for the printable PDFs
https://www.tiny.ca/Pages/Short-Term-Rental-Information.aspx
Town of Gravenhurst Brochure for Short Term Rentals.
RENTER ACCOUTABILITY
In the majority of municipalities, the STA Bylaw also holds renters fiscally accountable
for their actions. Renters who break any bylaw receive a summons in addition to the
landlord who is levied an inspection fee. This
makes both landlord and tenant accountable.
Much the same for example, as renting a vehicle; if a toll,
parking ticket, etc. is incurred the person renting the
vehicle pays not the car rental company. When people
(tenants) have to reach into their wallets to pay a fine, they
know that you are serious and they will modify their behaviour.

We also have a few new ideas to pursue. If there
is the community interest, we are willing to
explore and coordinate the “Adopt a Road”
concept for the areas of most concern. We are
also thinking about introducing a “Community
Litter Leader” program, where specific people
can be recognized for leading litter initiatives in
their own area. If you are interested, or would
like to nominate someone in your area, who is
already taking charge of this, please email us at
“keepthebruceclean@gmail.com”. Tell us the
road/area you are interested in keeping clean
and/or the area you might like to focus on. We are planning a FREE Community Chilli
dinner in early Oct.! This is in appreciation, for all the work people do, to help Keep The
Bruce Clean! The details will be advertised in the fall.
We will continue offering the bottle return at 182 Cape Hurd Road, as of April 15th,
2022. If you prefer, we will also come to you and pick up your returnables! It can’t get
any easier than that! We are really impressed by how much this reduces, unnecessary
waste in the landfill sites. Plus, your donations allow us to
continue our good work. As an example, KTBC&G
donated over 40 green tarps for people to cover their
garbage on garbage days. This significantly reduces the
chance of animals strewing your trash everywhere.
Despite the pandemic, KTBC&G partnered with The Bruce
Trail and were supported by Parks Canada, Owen Sound
Waste Watchers and others to learn about waste. We
worked together and held Litter Clean ups at Little Cove
and Lion’s Head trail entrance.
We still have T-Shirts, a few hats and bumper stickers for sale too! Adult (Small to 3X)
and children sizes, for you to help us spread the message! You can email your request
to us, or remember to stop by our table at the spring meeting

USEFUL AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION
The SEPO website https://sepo.ca/ contains information that is frequently updated.

FIRE PERMITS
Fire Permits can be applied for and related information found online by following this link
to the MNBP website: https://nbp.burnpermits.com/home

NEW Bylaw 2022-21, Revised Fireworks Bylaw;
https://northernbrucepeninsula.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/74324/?preview=77898

SMOKE ALARMS AND CARBON MONOXIDE
DETECTORS
It is a legislated requirement to have working smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
detectors on every level of your home in order to give occupants the precious seconds
they need to escape a fire. Please contact Fire Chief Jack Burt for further information –
519-793-3713

DELEGATIONS TO COUNCIL
Those wishing to appear as a delegation are required to submit a completed form
Delegation to Council to the Clerk. Delegations are received on a first come, first served
basis. Anyone wishing to view, discuss or provide written comments on any by-law (or
agenda document) or submit Correspondence for the Council Agenda or submit a
completed Request for Delegation form shall provide same to the Clerk no later than 12
Noon on the Wednesday preceding the scheduled Council meeting.

PARKING
A Paid Parking Program is in effect in Tobermory from May 15 to October 15 each year.
Please follow this link for more information:
https://www.northbrucepeninsula.ca/en/municipal-services/by-law-enforcement.aspx
For your convenience, parking tickets can be paid online at:

https://precisebi.securepark.io/user/mnbp
Continued on the next page 

WASTE MANAGEMENT AND RECYCLING
From the MNBP’s website
https://www.northbrucepeninsula.ca/en/live/waste-management.aspx

Guide to what can be recycled: Please read the information in order to know what
items can be recycled in The Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula, it may be
different to what you are accustomed to recycling where you live. Please follow this link
to Waste Management’s Company website for specific recycling information:
https://www.wm.com/us/en/recycle-right

MUNICIPALITY’S 2022 NEWSLETTERS
February 2022 Newsletter
https://sepo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/February-Newsletter-2022.pdf

CURRENT AND PAST ISSUES OF THE BRUCE
PENINSULA PRESS CAN BE VIEWED AT:
https://brucepeninsulapress.com/category/archives/

BENEFITS FOR SEPO MEMBERS





Sparlings Propane offers bulk rate pricing to members of St. Edmunds Property
Owners, Inc.
SEPO is a member of FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations), as
such, you as a SEPO member can benefit. Additional information is available on
the secure section of https://sepo.ca/ Recently, you received an email detailing
access to the secure section of the website. Please contact us at info@sepo.ca if
you need assistance accessing the secure section of the website.
Reduced price ($20.00) for an annual subscription to “Cottage Life” magazine
which includes weekly emails with interesting and helpful information.

MEMBERSHIP
To join SEPO or to renew your membership, please click on https://sepo.ca for our
webpage containing information and a link to download a membership application
form.
REMINDER The membership form can be completed and submitted online and the fee
can be paid by Interac e transfer. Of course, memberships can be renewed by mailing
the form and cheque to: SEPO, P.O. BOX 152, TOBERMORY, ONTARIO N0H 2RO
Mailed in memberships and payments will take longer to processed.

ST. EDMUND PROPERTY OWNERS, INC.
EXECUTIVE
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

David Almack
Udo Nixdorf
Udo Nixdorf
Carrie King

Directors
Kevin Doyle
Dave Hartney
Tom McAfee
Jack Schenk

Contact us at: St. Edmunds Property Owners, Inc.
P.O. Box 152
Tobermory, ON
N0H 2R0
OR at: info@sepo.ca

St. Edmunds Property Owners, Inc.
Representing property owners in the former Township of St. Edmunds and
the entire Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula
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