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2021 NEWSLETTER #2
Greetings and Welcome
SEPO's GOALS
To lead collective action in support of the long term affordable enjoyment of our
properties in an unspoiled natural environment.
To encourage responsible attitudes for sustaining the high quality of life on our
St. Edmunds properties.

COVID-19
We hope that you and your family members are keeping well and remaining healthy and
safe during this ongoing and seemingly endless Covid-19 crisis.
For many of us, this is a confusing and anxious time that we’re managing on a day to
day basis. We appreciate that as we navigate through this with uncertainty that thoughts
of summer may be far from your mind. Presently, the Bruce Peninsula is shut down for
non-residents. Optimistically as the incidence of Covid-19 infections decrease, travel
restrictions will be reduced including present travel constraints to Cottage Country. Until
such time as we can access our cottage properties it is important to abide by the
measures as recommended by our medical professionals and political leaders.

Keep the Bruce Clean and Green wishes everyone, a safe, clean and green New Year!
Thanks to the dedicated efforts of Deryn Harkness, Angie Beutel and Bunkey Cunliffe
awareness of the need to reduce, reuse and recycle is being promoted throughout the
Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula. Their work is funded and
assisted through partnerships with several businesses, the municipality
and St. Edmunds Property Owners, Inc. Further information is
available on our website at: https://sepo.ca/keep-the-bruce-clean-andgreen/ and by following Keep the Bruce Clean and Green on Facebook,
Twitter or Instagram!

SPRING 2021 HAS FINALLY ARRIVED
This year, more than ever, the arrival of spring brings hope of brighter days.
Unfortunately the threat of Covid-19 remains higher than ever. The need to follow
prescribed health protocols is more important while not letting our guard down. At the
same time, we are reminded about some dangers not only to ourselves but to the
creatures who inhabit the area. Plants, insects and animals are potential threats. The
following are reminders of some of the dangers to be aware of.

Poison Ivy
Typical of type found on the Peninsula
Credit Dave Hartney

IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT LYME DISEASE
Blacklegged ticks are spreading to new areas of the province because of
climate change. They can also spread by traveling on birds and deer. While
the probability is low, it is possible to find an infected tick almost anywhere
in Ontario including on the Bruce Peninsula. Follow this link for further
information: https://www.ontario.ca/page/lyme-disease

THREE WOODLAND RESIDENTS TO BE AWARE OF
Coyotes are naturally afraid of humans, but as they get used to living
with humans they get less and less fearful and can become aggressive.
Pets, like dogs and cats, look like tasty treats to coyotes, as well.
Coyotes will attack and kill pets, especially cats and small dogs (less than
25 pounds). The best way to protect pets is to not allow them to run free.
Spring is pupping season and an increased reason to be cautious around Coyotes.
Massasaga Rattlesnakes are found in Ontario, along the eastern shores of
Georgian Bay, on the Bruce Peninsula and in several locations in Southwestern
Ontario. It is Ontario’s only venomous snake, though it will only bite in selfdefence or when threatened. A bite can be painful and is potentially life
threatening; reported bite incidents are extremely rare.
Black Bears are an increasingly common site on the Bruce Peninsula. They are usually less
aggressive and more tolerant of people. Do not feed them; bird feeders should be put away to
avoid attracting bears. A sow with cubs can be very aggressive if she senses
danger for her cubs. If you encounter a bear, stand and face the bear directly.
Never run away from or approach him. Make yourself look as big as possible
by spreading your arms or, better yet, a coat. Make as much noise as
possible by yelling, banging pots and pans or using other noisemaking
devices.

Chi-Cheemaun Ferry Services Postponed
The MS Chi-Cheemaun will remain docked in Owen
Sound indefinitely amid the provincial shutdown. The
ferry service between Tobermory’s Little Tub Harbour
and Manitoulin Island’s South Baymouth was scheduled
to begin Friday, May 7, 2021.
All reservations affected by the delay have been cancelled, and the Owen Sound Transportation Company is reaching out to customers with reservations between May 7 and
May 20 to reschedule.
“Ontario’s top priority is to continue to protect the health and well-being of all Ontarians
and prevent the spread of COVID-19,” an Ontario Ministry of Transportation bulletin
said. “The government is monitoring the situation closely and will provide an update by
May 21.”
The OSTC was busy preparing for the early May departure date, but late last week
came news of the delay from the ministry. To receive updates from the company, residents can sign up for an IM service by texting OPT IN to 613-703-9026.
Credit: Owen Sound Sun Times, May 3, 2021

SHORT TERM ACCOMMODATIONS
The debate around Short Term Accommodations continues unabated with increasingly
polarized opinions. Similar Cottage Country municipalities continue to manage “STAs”
with little fuss and strict bylaw enforcement. Statistics for 2020, reluctantly released by
the Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula, reveal only nineteen (19) bylaw
unsubstantiated complaints. Details are at this link: https://sepo.ca/responsiblerenting/attachment/2017-2020-number-of-complaints/
Why has this become so divisive, expensive and complicated when other municipalities
recognize the positive economic impact and support “STAs” reasonably and
realistically? Further information at: https://sepo.ca/responsible-renting/

USEFUL AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION

FIRE PERMITS
Fire permits are mandatory from April 1, 2021 to October 31, 2021
There is no charge for Fire Permits. They can be applied for and related information
found online by following this link to the Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula
website https://nbp.burnpermits.com/home

SMOKE ALARMS AND CARBON MONOXIDE
DETECTORS
It is a legislated requirement in the Province of Ontario to have working smoke alarms
and carbon monoxide detectors on every level of your home to give occupants the
precious seconds they need to escape a fire. Please contact Fire Chief Wilf Barnes for
further information – (519) 793-3522, X233

DELEGATIONS TO COUNCIL
Those wishing to appear as a delegation are required to submit a completed Request for
Delegation form to the Clerk. Delegations are received on a first come, first served
basis. Anyone wishing to view, discuss or provide written comments on any by-law (or
agenda document) or submit Correspondence for the Council Agenda or submit a
completed Request for Delegation form shall provide same to the Clerk no later than 12
Noon on the Wednesday preceding the scheduled Council meeting.

PARKING
A Paid Parking Program is in effect in Tobermory from May 15 to October 15 each year.
Please follow this link for more information:
https://www.northbrucepeninsula.ca/en/municipal-services/by-law-enforcement.aspx
For your convenience, parking tickets can be paid online at: https://www.paytickets.ca/start

WASTE MANAGEMENT AND RECYCLING
Waste Management information is available at this site.
https://www.northbrucepeninsula.ca/en/live/waste-management.aspx?_mid_=16304

A guide to what can be recycled is available on Waste Management site.

MUNICIPALITY’S FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER
https://sepo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MNBP-February-Newsletter2021.pdf

CURRENT AND PAST ISSUES OF THE BRUCE
PENINSULA PRESS CAN BE VIEWED AT:
https://brucepeninsulapress.com/category/archives/

SEPO SPRING MEETING
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19

BENEFITS FOR SEPO MEMBERS.



Sparlings Propane offers bulk rate pricing to members of St. Edmunds Property
Owners, Inc. NEW MEMBERS MUST CONTACT SPARLINGS NO LATER THAN
AUGUST 31ST TO INITIATE THE AGREEMENT FOR BULK PRICING

SEPO is a member of FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations), as
such, you as a SEPO member can benefit. Additional information is available on
the secure section of https://sepo.ca/ Recently, you received an email detailing
access to the secure section of the website. Please contact us at info@sepo.ca if
you need assistance accessing the secure section of the website.

MEMBERSHIP
To join SEPO or to renew your membership, please click on https://sepo.ca for our
webpage containing information and a link to download a membership application
form.
REMINDER The membership form can be completed and submitted online and the fee
can be paid by Interac e transfer. Of course, memberships can be renewed by mailing
the form and cheque to: SEPO, P.O. BOX 152, TOBERMORY, ONTARIO N0H 2RO
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