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https://sepo.ca/

2020 NEWSLETTER #2

Greetings and Welcome to Newsletter # 2
SEPO's GOALS
To lead collective action in support of the long term affordable enjoyment
of our properties in an unspoiled natural environment.
To encourage responsible attitudes for sustaining the high quality of life on
our St. Edmunds properties.

STOP
COVID-19
We hope that you and your family members are keeping well and remaining
safe during this Covid-19 crisis.
For many of us, this is a confusing and anxious time that we’re managing on a day to day
basis. We appreciate that as we navigate through this with uncertainty that thoughts of
summer may be far from your mind. Presently, the Bruce Peninsula is shut down for nonresidents. Optimistically as the incidence of Covid-19 infections decrease, travel restrictions
will be reduced including present travel constraints to Cottage Country. Until such time as we
can access our cottage properties it is important to abide by the measures as recommended
by our medical professionals and political leaders.

IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT LYME DISEASE
Blacklegged ticks are spreading to new areas of the province because of climate
change. They can also spread by traveling on birds and deer. While the
probability is low, it is possible to find an infected tick almost anywhere in Ontario
including on the Bruce Peninsula. Follow this link for further information
https://www.ontario.ca/page/lyme-disease

WELCOME
Ms. Peggy Van Mierlo-West has been appointed as the new
Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) for the
Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula.
Ms. Van Mierlo-West has over 15 years of senior municipal
leadership experience. Peggy’s roles serving in rural municipalities
in Ontario included Director of Community Services for the
Municipality of Lambton Shores, Chief Administrative Officer for the
Municipality of Central Huron and most recently, Chief
Administrative Officer for the Town of Kingsville. Along with the
completion of several municipal government courses and
certifications, Ms. Van Mierlo-West has a Diploma in Civil
Engineering Technology, a Bachelor of Science in Engineering and
a Master degree in Business Administration.

Mayor Milt Mclver stated, “On behalf of Council and Staff, we are pleased to welcome Peggy to
Northern Bruce Peninsula. She brings a wealth of experience and we are confident she will
enjoy working in our community.”
“I am honoured by the appointment to serve as the Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula’s
new CAO. The opportunity to work alongside Council and staff, continuing to provide excellent
public service to residents and businesses, is very exciting,”
advised Ms. Van Mierlo-West.
The appointment of Ms. Van Mierlo-West to the position of
Chief Administrative Officer became effective Monday, April
20, 2020.
We welcome her to The Municipality of Northern Bruce
Peninsula and understand that Ms. Van Mierlo-West will be
making her home in our municipality.

2020 MNBP BUDGET
HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH WHEN IT COMES TO THE RESERVE FUND?
Last year at this time we commented on the MNBP 2019 draft budget as follows:
“The proposed tax levy for 2019 in the current draft
budget is $6,040,728. Of that amount, $3,548,332 has
been set aside to cover operating expenses. Yet,
operating expenses from taxation in the previous year
(2018) amounted to $2,453,232, a difference of $1.1
million, which is well beyond the Consumer Price Index!
That said, the planners will tell you that the budgeted
increase for operating expenses is 5.07% (as indicated)
because the increase is compared to the budgeted
amount of $3,377,137 in 2018 that was never realized.
Comparing budgeted amount to the budgeted amount
of the previous year is a normal practice with this
municipality but it makes no sense in this case when
the unrealized difference is $1.1 million!
In 2018, the budgeted amount for operating expenses, was $3,377,137 but the amount that
was actually spent was $2,453,232 for a difference of $923,905.00. Where did it go? Was it
“used up” or was it put into Reserves? How much money does the Municipality need in
Reserves?
To add to this absurdity is the fact that the actual total operating expenses applied to taxes
have reduced each year for the last four years from $3,254,569 in 2015 to $2,453,232 in
2018.”
We approached the Mayor and council on three separate occasions over
the course of last year seeking a comprehensive response but without
success.
In reviewing the 2020 Budget we find that the process has not changed and
that the 2019 budgeted Operating Expense from Taxation in the amount of
$3,564,661 is $1,772,235 higher than the actual operating expenses of
$1,792,426 incurred in 2019. Again, where did the excess amount go?
The appended spread sheet details the REVENUE FROM TAXATION and RESERVE FUND
for the years from 2016 to 2020. Please follow this link to the spreadsheet.
https://sepo.ca/mnbp-budget-s-2016-2020-tax-revenues-reserve-fund/

The total Revenue from Taxation is split into three expense streams: Operating, Capital and
Reserve. By this exhibit we can readily see that there is little correlation between the year over
year budgeted versus actual amounts, particularly when it comes to the Operating Expense
amounts.
The RESERVE FUND, as one can see by this exhibit, is the repository for surplus funds. The
Opening Balance of the Reserve Fund, year over year, has grown from $6.082 million in 2016
to $10,957 million in 2020, with an increase of $1.435 million over 2019 alone. The
“anticipated” Closing Balance for 2019 was $8.780 million and actually ended up at $10,957
million.
The anticipated Closing Reserve Balance for 2020 is $10.175 million.
However, given the practice over the past years, one can expect a
significantly higher amount (+ or - $12 million) unless the Municipality
becomes more realistic in its budgeting process, particularly when it
comes to Operating Expenses.





This year may well place additional pressure on the Reserve Fund due
to the current pandemic. However, one has to question, how much is
enough when it comes to the Reserve Fund?
Please note:
The current construction backlog amounts to $4.585 million, well shy of the current
Reserve Fund balance.
Year over year, the MNBP budget has increased at rates well in excess of the rate of
inflation
The amount in reserves could equal two year’s budgeted revenues from taxation by the
end of this year.

MPAC 2020
On March 25, the Ontario government postponed the upcoming
reassessment that the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation
(MPAC) had been working on for the 2021 taxation year. At this time, we
believe the assessment will not take effect until the 2022 tax year, which
changes the current 4-year assessment cycle to a 5-year cycle.
As a result of the Ontario government’s Declaration of Emergency related to the COVID-19
pandemic, the appeal deadline for property owners who disagree with the assessment of their
property has been extended. It is usually March 31st of the applicable tax year, however for the
2020 tax year it has been extended to 16 days after the Ontario government’s Declaration of
Emergency is lifted. This, along with the fact that the current valuation will be used for an
additional tax year, means that you might want to consider appealing your property
assessments.

Have you checked “About My Property” on the MPAC website to verify the assessed value of
your property and how it compares to other properties in your neighbourhood?

SHORT TERM ACCOMMODATION RENTALS (STA)
IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF NORTHERN BRUCE PENINSULA
The Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula wishes to notify the public, our residents and taxpayers as well as to the owners and operators of short-term accommodation rentals in this Municipality about STA business practices during the COVID-19 pandemic.
On April 4, 2020, the Province of Ontario deemed that short-term accommodation rentals are a
non-essential service and ordered as follows:
“Short-term rentals,
3(1) Every person who provides short term rentals in rental accommodations
shall ensure that any rentals booked after April 4, 2020 are only provided to
individuals who are in need of housing during the emergency period.
3(2) Subsection (1) does not apply in respect of hotels, motel and student
residences.”
The Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act carries significant fines
for anyone who contravenes a Provincial Order ranging from a maximum of
$100,000 for an individual, $500,000 for a director or officer of a corporation and $10,000,000
for a corporation.
Anyone who owns a cottage shall not rent it either privately or through a third-party broker
such as VRBO, Airbnb or any other cottage rental company. In fact, you should
NOT be accepting new occupants for any other reason other than to provide
housing during the emergency period.
For additional information on the Provincial Order’s impact on your business or to
report a nonessential business that continues to operate, please contact the Province of Ontario’s Stop the Spread Business Information at 1-888-444-3659.
The “Responsible Renting” page https://sepo.ca/responsible-renting/ has

further and updated information on Short Term Accommodations.

An annual subscription to Cottage Life Magazine is available to SEPO members at a special
price through The Federation of Ontario Cottagers Associations (FOCA). In addition to the bimonthly issue, books and other publications are available plus regular email notifications and
other items of interest. Further details are available on our members’ only page which can be
accessed by logging in at the top right corner of the SEPO website banner.
Contact info@sepo.ca, if you need assistance to log in.

USEFUL AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION
The SEPO website https://sepo.ca/ contains information that is frequently updated.

FIRE PERMITS
In order to ensure public safety and well-being during the evolving COVID-19 outbreak, Ontario has declared a Restricted Fire Zone for the entire fire region of the province (Restricted
Fire Zones 1 to 36) which includes the Bruce Peninsula, effective April 3rd, 2020 at 12:01 a.m.
All burning permits are cancelled and NO open fires are allowed unless the fire is for
cooking or warmth and is in a stove or installation prescribed in the Outdoor Fire Regulation
(O.Reg. 207/96).

SMOKE ALARMS AND CARBON MONOXIDE
DETECTORS
It is a legislated requirement to have working smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors on
every level of your home to give occupants the precious seconds they need to escape a fire.
Please contact Fire Chief Wilf Barnes for further information – (519) 793-3522, X233

DELEGATIONS TO COUNCIL
Those wishing to appear as a delegation are required to submit a completed Request for
Delegation form to the Clerk. Delegations are received on a first come, first served
basis. Anyone wishing to view, discuss or provide written comments on any by-law (or agenda
document) or submit Correspondence for the Council Agenda or submit a completed Request for
Delegation form shall provide same to the Clerk no later than 12 Noon on the Wednesday
preceding the scheduled Council meeting.

PARKING
A Paid Parking Program is in effect in Tobermory from May 15 to October 15 each year. Please
follow this link for more information:
https://www.northbrucepeninsula.ca/en/municipal-services/parking.aspx
For your convenience, parking tickets can be paid online at: https://www.paytickets.ca/start

WASTE MANAGEMENT AND RECYCLING
Waste Management information is available at this site.
https://www.northbrucepeninsula.ca/en/live/waste-management.aspx?_mid_=16304
Guide to what can be recycled:
https://www.northbrucepeninsula.ca/en/live/resources/Documents/Recycle-Often.-RecycleRight.-Fact-Sheet.pdf

MUNICIPALITY’S FEBRUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER
https://sepo.ca/february-2020-municipal-newsletter-003/

CURRENT AND PAST ISSUES OF THE BRUCE
PENINSULA PRESS CAN BE VIEWED AT:
https://brucepeninsulapress.com/category/archives/

BENEFITS FOR SEPO MEMBERS.




Sparlings Propane offers bulk rate pricing to members of St. Edmunds Property
Owners, Inc.
Annual subscription to Cottage Life Magazine at a FOCA member price
SEPO is a member of FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations), as such,
you as a SEPO member can benefit. Additional information is available on the secure
section of https://sepo.ca/ Previously, you received an email detailing access to the
secure section of the website. Please contact us at info@sepo.ca if you need
assistance accessing the secure section of the website.

MEETINGS IN 2020
THE SEPO AGM and SPRING MEETING
That was scheduled for Saturday, May 9, 2020

POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

MEMBERSHIP
To join SEPO or to renew your membership, please click on https://sepo.ca for our webpage
containing information and a link to download a membership application form.
REMINDER The membership form can be completed and submitted online and the fee can be
paid by Interac e transfer. Of course, memberships can be renewed by mailing the form and
cheque to: SEPO, P.O. BOX 152, TOBERMORY, ONTARIO N0H 2RO

SEPO EXECUTIVE
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David Almack
Vice-President Udo Nixdorf
Secretary
Udo Nixdorf
Treasurer
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Directors
Kevin Doyle
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Contact us at: St. Edmunds Property Owners, Inc.
P.O. Box 152
Tobermory, ON
N0H 2R0
OR at: info@sepo.ca

St. Edmunds Property Owners, Inc.
Representing property owners in the former Township of St. Edmunds and
the entire Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula
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